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condition will not be one of comfort, but the population
will cover wide extremes of comfort and misery. Each
will find his place according to his ability and his effort.
The former society will be democratic; the latter will
be aristocratic.
The constant tendency of population to outstrip the
means of subsistence is the force which has distributed
population over the world, and produced all advance in
civilization. To this day the two means of escape for
an overpopulated country are emigration and an advance
in the arts. The former wins more land for the same
people; the latter makes the same land support more
persons. If, however, either of these means opens a
chance for an increase of population, it is evident that
the advantage so won may be speedily exhausted if the
increase takes place. The social difficulty has only
undergone a temporary amelioration, and when the
conditions of pressure and competition are renewed,
misery and poverty reappear. The victims of them
are those who have inherited disease and depraved
appetites, or have been brought up in vice and ignorance,
or have themselves yielded to vice, extravagance, idle-
ness, and imprudence. In the last analysis, therefore,
we come back to vice, in its original and hereditary
forms, as the correlative of misery and poverty.
The condition for the complete and regular action
of the force of competition is liberty. Liberty means
the security given to each man that, if he employs his
energies to sustain the struggle on behalf of himself and
those he cares for, he shall dispose of the product exclu-
sively as he chooses. It is impossible to know whence
any definition or criterion of justice can be derived, if
it is not deduced from this view of things; or if it is not
the definition of justice that each shall enjoy the fruit of